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International Circumpolar Surveillance Climate Change and Infectious Disease Working 
Group 

Tuesday August 7, 12:00-1:30pm  

University of Alaska Fairbanks 

Wood Center Room E/F 

Meeting  Summary 

Agenda 

Welcome, Introductions 

Brief review of the meeting held in Copenhagen September 19, 2011 

Discussion of “White Paper” framework   document 

Discussion of, or updates on potential collaborative cross border activities 

 Seroprevalence studies 

 Surveillance projects 

 Detection systems for infectious agents in  hunter killed wildlife 

 Other activities 

Next Steps  

Next meeting? 

 

Attendees 

Alan J. Parkinson Ph.D (Co Chair) 
US Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
Arctic Investigations Program 
Anchorage Alaska  
ajp1@cdc.gov 
 
Birgitta Evengård, Professor, MD,PhD, Co Chair  
Department of Clinical Microbiology 
Division of Infectious Diseases 
UMEÅ University Hospital, 
UMEÅ Sweden 
birgitta.evengard@climi.umu.se  
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Anders Koch 
Department of Epidemiology Research 
Statens Serum Institute Artillerivej 5,  Denmark 
Copenhagen DK 2300 
Denmark 
ako@ssi.dk  
 
Annie-Claude Bourgeois 
Centre for Communicable Diseases and Infection Control  
Public Health Agency of Canada  
Ottawa, Ontario Canada 
 annie-claude.bourgeois@phac-aspc.gc.ca  
 
Maria Furberg 
University of Umea, Umea Sweden 
Maria.furberg@climi.umu.se 
 
Christina Hedlund 
University of Umea, Umea Sweden 
Chrstina.headlund@climi.umu.se 
 
Karsten Hueffer  
University of Alaska Fairbanks 
Fairbanks Alaska 
khueffer@alaska.edu 
 
Gert Mulvard 
Nuuk Greenland 
gm@peqqik.gl 
 
Jon Oyvind Odland 
University of Tromso Norway 
Jon.oyvind.odland@uit.no 
 
Anne Regine Lager 
University Hospital of Northern Norway 
Anne.regine.lager@unn.no 
 
Timothy Thomas 
Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 
Anchorage Alaska  
tkthomas@anthc.org 
 
Maureen Baikie  
Nunavut Health and Social Services 
mbaikie@gov.nu.ca 
 
Shah Roohi 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
Division Global Migration and Quarintine  
Anchorage Alaska 
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Snr2@cdc.gov 
 
Kimberly Rogers 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
Division Global Migration and Quarintine  
Anchorage Alaska 
Hvh4@cdc.gov  
 
Mike Brubaker 
Alaska Native Tribal; Health Consortium 
Anchorage Alaska 
mbrubaker@anthc.org 
 
Natalia Pshenichnaya 
WHO Office Russia 
Moscow Russia 
npshenichnya@whorussia.org  
 
Prubu Grounder 
US Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
Arctic Investigations Program 
Anchorage Alaska 
Iym4@cdc.gov  
 
Brian McMahon 
Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
Arctic Investigations Program 
Bdm9@cdc.gov  
 
Malene Borresen 
Statens Serum Institute 
Copenhagen Denmark 
mlb@ssi.dk 
 
Jiguo Chen 
Alaska State Virology Laboratory 
Fairbanks, Alaska  
j.chen@alaska.edu  
 
Thomas Hennessy 
US Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
Arctic Investigations Program 
Anchorage Alaska 
Tbh0@cdc.gov 
 
David Hondula 
University of Virginia 
Dmh4j@virginia.edu 
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Michael Jackson  
Group Health Research Institute 
Seattle, Washington 
Jackson.ml@ghc.org  
 

The main item of discussion was the drafting of a “White Paper”  on “Climate Change and Infectious 
Diseases in the Arctic”.  The document will be used as a mission statement for the group, to present 
information in various formats to external stakeholder groups. Formats could be developed that would 
target lay persons or politicians. The document should clarify the position of the working group in 
relation to other Arctic Council Working Groups. The current early draft covered a background on 
climate change in the Arctic and potential impacts on infectious diseases in Arctic populations,  an 
overview of organizational structures of the group. It was suggested that this could be presented in 
diagrammatic form. Action Item: Anne Regine Lager volunteered to draft something on this.  

It was pointed out that while the document focused on infectious diseases, there was no description of 
climate issues or climate data collection. Several other groups already collect climate data as part of other 
non infectious disease climate change studies (eg wildlife studies, terrestrial sciences, AMAP),  therefore 
it is possible that this group could use data already being collected by other groups. Action Item:  David 
Hondula offered to draft a climate component to the paper.   

Projects that could be undertaken in the next 4-6 years include:  

1) Seroprevalence studies. Action Item: Alan Parkinson will expand this section  to include, studies 
already undertaken (ie Nunavut seroprevalance) and other  potential circumpolar collaborations. 
This section should also describe the need for a QA/QC program to ensure that serological results 
are comparable between countries.  

2) Surveillance. Several potentially climate sensitive infections occur in neighboring countries. 
(TBE, puumalvirus, echinococcus, WNV). Surveillance information could be shared between 
countries in an effort to standardize information collected and allow correlation with climate data. 
There is a need to catalog climate sensitive reportable diseases by country. Action Item: Maria 
Furberg agreed to draft a data collection template for discussion.   

3) Detection of climate sensitive infectious agents in hunter killed/subsistence wildlife. Action 
Item: A small subgroup planned to meet to further develop this project. Elements will be 
developed and incorporated into the White paper.  

 

It was suggested that an electronic information network system for climate change and infectious diseases 
could be developed based on both official and unofficial sources, which will allow timely sharing 
information between members of the group that would  provide monitoring and surveillance information  
and would allow the  development of  new approaches for investigation. More discussion on this topic is 
needed.  

The next meeting of this working group will be in Copenhagen the week of September 23, 2013.  

The meeting adjourned at 1:30pm  


